March 20, 2009

Reception of New Members (11:00 a.m.)

In the name of the Lord we welcome to Trinity congregation Albert Tsai and the Schelles, Graham and Kathleen.

Albert Tsai was born in San Jose with a brother who is two and a half years younger, but his family moved to Taiwan when he was 4. In Taiwan, he was baptized in a Chinese Lutheran church in Hsinchu and his family attended that church for 8 years until he entered an overseas American high school in the capital city Taipei. His family returned to the US when he began college at UC San Diego, majoring in physics and molecular biology. After graduation, he came to Stanford as PhD student in the Applied Physics Department working in a biophysics laboratory. Although his research is in the natural sciences, he enjoys many other hobbies such as studying linguistics and Japanese. He has also started learning the pipe organ and hopes to become proficient with the instrument. Additionally, while he had been to numerous different churches, from Lutheran to Pentecostal, he finds the Lutheran Confessions as the most consistent and biblical exposition of the Christian faith. Thus, he is very glad to be able return to Lutheranism and join Trinity as a member.

Graham and Kathleen Schelle met through University Lutheran Chapel in Boulder, Colorado two years ago while on a mission trip to New Orleans. They were happily married August 22, 2008. The newlyweds recently moved to Santa Clara where Graham works as a research scientist for Intel. Prior to moving, Kathleen was a polling project manager for a political consulting firm. The pair praise God they found such a warm welcome at Trinity.
Reading

Obedience to the call of Jesus never lies within our own power. If for instance we give away all our possessions, that act is not in itself the obedience He demands. In fact such a step might be the precise opposite of obedience to Jesus, for we might be choosing a way of life for ourselves, some Christian ideal, or some ideal Franciscan poverty. Indeed in the very act of giving away his goods a man can give allegiance to himself and to an ideal and not to the command of Jesus. He is not set free from his own self but still more enslaved to himself. The step into the situation where faith is possible is not an offer which we can make to Jesus, but always His gracious offer to us. Only when the step is taken in this spirit is it admissible. But in that case we cannot speak of a freedom of choice on our part.

And Jesus said to His disciples: “Truly I say to you, it is hard for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of heaven. And again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” And when the disciples heard it, they were exceedingly as astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?” And Jesus, looking upon them, said to them: “With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”

The shocked question of the disciples “Who then can be saved” seems to indicate that they regard the case of the rich young man not as in any way exceptional, but as typical, for they do not ask “Which rich man” but quite generally “Who then can be saved?” For every man, even the disciples themselves, belongs to those rich ones for whom it is difficult to enter the kingdom of Heaven. The answer Jesus gives showed the disciples that they had understood Him well. Salvation through following Jesus is not something we men can achieve for ourselves – but with God all things are possible.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, an excerpt from “Single-Minded Obedience” in The Cost of Discipleship
Prayers

Collect for Laetare 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

For Bodily and Spiritual Nourishment

O Father, indeed it is true that no one can be strong by his own power. How can we stand before Your might if You do not strengthen and comfort us? Therefore dear Father, embrace us, accomplish Your will in us, that we may be Your kingdom to Your praise and glory. But, dear Father, strengthen us in this life with Your holy Word. Give us our daily bread. Establish in our hearts Your dear Son Jesus Christ who is the true bread of Heaven. Sustained by Him, we may gladly bear and suffer the breaking and dying of our own will and the fulfilling of Your will. Give grace to Your whole Church; send us preachers and teachers who will not give crumbs and chaff of foolish fables and dreams of man, but who will proclaim boldly in our midst the holy Gospel and lead us into faith in Christ Jesus. Through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen

Praise to God for the Removal of Evil

O Lord, I do not deserve a glimpse of Heaven, and I am unable with my works to redeem myself from sin, death, the devil, and hell. Nevertheless You have given to me Your Son, Jesus Christ, who is far more previous and dear than heaven, and much stronger than sin, death, the devil, and hell,. For this I rejoice, praise, and thank You, O Father. Without cost and out of pure grace You have given to me this boundless blessing in Your dear Son. Through Him you take sin, death, and hell from me, and do grant to me all that belongs to Him. Through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen 

Sunday Preparation

Laetare, The Fourth Sunday in Lent

Hymn of Invocation: LSB 536, “One Thing’s Needful”
Sermon Hymn: 
Insert, “O Living Bread from Heaven”
Distribution Hymn: LSB 625, “Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread”

Old Testament Reading, Exodus 16:2-30

2And the whole congregation of the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness, 3and the people of Israel said to them, “Would that we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the meat pots and ate bread to the full, for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”

4Then the Lord said to Moses, “Behold, I am about to rain bread from heaven for you, and the people shall go out and gather a day’s portion every day, that I may test them, whether they will walk in My law or not. 5On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather daily.”

6So Moses and Aaron said to all the people of Israel, “At evening you shall know that it was the Lord who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 7and in the morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, because He has heard your grumbling against the Lord. For what are we, that you grumble against us?” 8And Moses said, “When the Lord gives you in the evening meat to eat and in the morning bread to the full, because the Lord has heard your grumbling that you grumble against Him— what are we? Your grumbling is not against us but against the Lord.” 9Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the people of Israel, ‘Come near before the Lord, for He has heard your grumbling.’“

10And as soon as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the people of Israel, they looked toward the wilderness, and behold, the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. 11And the Lord said to Moses, 12”I have heard the grumbling of the people of Israel. Say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall be filled with bread. Then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.’ “

13In the evening quail came up and covered the camp, and in the morning dew lay around the camp. 14And when the dew had gone up, there was on the face of the wilderness a fine, flake-like thing, fine as frost on the ground. 15When the people of Israel saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. And Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat. 16This is what the Lord has commanded: ‘Gather of it, each one of you, as much as he can eat. You shall each take an omer, according to the number of the persons that each of you has in his tent.’ “ 17And the people of Israel did so. They gathered, some more, some less. 18But when they measured it with an omer, whoever gathered much had nothing left over, and whoever gathered little had no lack. Each of them gathered as much as he could eat. 19And Moses said to them, “Let no one leave any of it over till the morning.” 20But they did not listen to Moses. Some left part of it till the morning, and it bred worms and stank. And Moses was angry with them. 21Morning by morning they gathered it, each as much as he could eat; but when the sun grew hot, it melted.

 22On the sixth day they gathered twice as much bread, two omers each. And when all the leaders of the congregation came and told Moses, 23he said to them, "This is what the LORD has commanded: 'Tomorrow is a day of solemn rest, a holy Sabbath to the LORD; bake what you will bake and boil what you will boil, and all that is left over lay aside to be kept till the morning.'" 24So they laid it aside till the morning, as Moses commanded them, and it did not stink, and there were no worms in it. 25Moses said, "Eat it today, for today is a Sabbath to the LORD; today you will not find it in the field. 26Six days you shall gather it, but on the seventh day, which is a Sabbath, there will be none."

 27On the seventh day some of the people went out to gather, but they found none. 28And the LORD said to Moses, "How long will you refuse to keep my commandments and my laws? 29See! The LORD has given you the Sabbath; therefore on the sixth day he gives you bread for two days. Remain each of you in his place; let no one go out of his place on the seventh day." 30So the people rested on the seventh day.

· Certainly the God who has wielded power through the plagues could easily provide food in the wilderness. Why would He test them in this regard?

· What is the likely reason that the manna gathered one day would not have kept till the next day? How would this relate to not gathering on the Sabbath?

Epistle, Galatians 4:21-31

21Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not listen to the law? 22For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by a slave woman and one by a free woman. 23But the son of the slave was born according to the flesh, while the son of the free woman was born through promise. 24Now this may be interpreted allegorically: these women are two covenants. One is from Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery; she is Hagar. 25Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia; she corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children. 26But the Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother. 27For it is written, “Rejoice, O barren one who does not bear; break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in labor! For the children of the desolate one will be more than those of the one who has a husband.” 28Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise. 29But just as at that time he who was born according to the flesh persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, so also it is now. 30But what does the Scripture say? “Cast out the slave woman and her son, for the son of the slave woman shall not inherit with the son of the free woman.” 31So, brothers, we are not children of the slave but of the free woman. 

· Paul employed an event from the Old Testament to teach the fundamental belief of the Christian Church. What is the core of the Christian confession?

Holy Gospel, John 6:1-15

1After this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias. 2And a large crowd was following Him, because they saw the signs that He was doing on the sick. 3Jesus went up on the mountain, and there He sat down with His disciples.

4Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand. 5Lifting up His eyes, then, and seeing that a large crowd was coming toward Him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, so that these people may eat?” 6He said this to test him, for He Himself knew what He would do. 7Philip answered Him, “Two hundred denarii would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” 8One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to Him, 9”There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish, but what are they for so many?” 10Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, about five thousand in number. 11Jesus then took the loaves, and when He had given thanks, He distributed them to those who were seated. So also the fish, as much as they wanted. 12And when they had eaten their fill, He told His disciples, “Gather up the leftover fragments, that nothing may be lost.” 13So they gathered them up and filled twelve baskets with fragments from the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten.

14When the people saw the sign that He had done, they said, “This is indeed the Prophet who is to come into the world!” 15Perceiving then that they were about to come and take Him by force to make Him king, Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by Himself.
· The feeding of these thousands occurred at the brink of Passover, and they were fed in the wilderness. How should those references shape God’s revelation in Christ in this sign?

· Rather than bread that perishes each and every day, after what bread would He have all nations hunger?

Announcements

Sun, 3/22

· No LSF Bible Study today

Wed, 3/25

· 10:00 a.m., Bible Class: Council of Ephesus

· 12 & 7 p.m., Lenten Service

· 1 & 6 p.m., Soup Meal

Thu, 3/26

· 4:45 p.m., Children’s Choir

· 7:30 p.m., Adult Choir

Sat, 4/4,

· 9:00 a.m., Altar Guild to polish brass & make palm crosses and Work Day to prepare entire facility for Easter

God’s Stewards. The Gospel is a tradition, which at its root means the Word is passed on or handed down – Jesus to the apostles, apostles to Church (1 Corinthians 11:23). The handing down continues today in the preaching and teaching of the Gospel. It is given to us as our inheritance and we are not to squander or misuse the holy treasure. Stewardship above all is concerned then with the preservation of that which has been entrusted to us; therefore a great emphasis is placed upon the pattern of right teaching (1 Timothy 1:19; 2 John 9-10). The task of the Church, her members, is to see that the Gospel, in its unadulterated form, may reach ever farther out from generation to generation. Each generation bears responsibility before God , to pass on the Gospel without adding or removing a word from the precious deposit (2 Timothy 2:2)

Missions. Trinity is connected to PAMS. The Rev. David Chan, at an afternoon gathering for PAMS supporters, described how the Gospel outreach through the food pantry has grown. Pressed hard by the staggering economy more people are drawn to the Saturday morning pantry – over two hundred people have been requesting assistance. That also has meant an increase of those hearing the Gospel for the first time. The Rev. Chan teaches and preaches the Gospel to those who arrive before the pantry is open; more than a hundred people are hearing the Gospel through his teaching – and participation in the Bible study is not required to receive help. Beside the Saturday morning teaching, he conducts a small group study and hosts programs that allow him to bring the Good News of Christ into a variety of circumstances.

Hotel de Zink and Urban Ministry. On Wednesdays we gather for a common meal, supporting and being supported by each other. For those whose meals are less common and often have few to support them, have you considered a donation to the Food Closet or Hotel de Zink? To support the Food Closet and Hotel de Zink, bring to our meals either canned goods or an offering (designated for Hotel de Zink).
Short Answer

Old Testament Reading, Exodus 16:2-30

· Certainly the God who has wielded power through the plagues could easily provide food in the wilderness. Why would He test them in this regard? He has proven Himself faithful in regard to every previous promise. Will they, as the sons that He named by promise and baptism in the Sea, cling to the promise of His ongoing care, for He is the Lord of all creation.

· What is the likely reason that the manna gathered one day would not have kept till the next day? How would this relate to not gathering on the Sabbath? He will demonstrate that He will care for them daily, and that the produce of creation depends not on their sweaty brows but upon His word. Not gathering on the Sabbath would have confessed that we believe that God will care for us and we do not need to run after the things of the world to ensure daily bread.

Epistle, Galatians 4:21-31

· Paul employed an event from the Old Testament to teach the fundamental belief of the Christian Church. What is the core of the Christian confession? Isaac was born by promise, not by the will of man. Our rebirth, our being joined to the Father, was not our choice or our action or a product of our will. We are children by promise and God’s mercy not by our thought, word, or deed. Therefore we purge from our lives everything that would interfere with and cast doubt upon the grace of God.

Holy Gospel, John 6:1-15

· The feeding of these thousands occurred at the brink of Passover, and they were fed in the wilderness. How should those references shape God’s revelation in Christ in this sign? God was gathering a new people around His promise, the promise of new life through deliverance – a rescue from the slavery to the desires of the things of this world (seeking after food, clothing, etc. and their attendant anxieties) and into a dependence upon the Father for all things, manifest in His Son, who is the fulfillment of trust in God and therefore our living bread.

· Rather than bread that perishes each and every day, after what bread would He have all nations hunger? He would have us hunger after reliance in God’s faithfulness, manifest in Christ. Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness – Jesus Christ.


